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Aneurin Bevan

Aneurin was a Welsh Labour Party politician. Born into a working-class family in south
Wales, he was the son of a coal miner. He left school at 13 and worked as a miner during his
teens where he became involved in local union politics. He joined the Labour Party and attended
Central Labour College in London. After the war, Bevan was chosen as the Minister of Health in
Clement Attlee’s new Labour government, becoming the youngest member of the cabinet at 47,
with his remit also including housing.

Inspired by the Tredegar Medical Aid Society in his hometown, Bevan led the
establishment of the National Health Service to provide medical care free at point-of-need to
all Britons, regardless of wealth. Despite opposition from both his own and opposition parties
as well as the British Medical Association, the National Health Service Act 1946 was passed,
nationalising more than 2,500 hospitals within the United Kingdom. Bevan foresaw that the NHS
would always be the subject of public debate, warning that “This service must always be changing, growing
and improving; it must always appear to be inadequate.” But seven decades after it was founded, a 2013
opinion poll conducted on behalf of British Future found that the NHS was more popular than at its

creation, and more popular than the monarchy, the BBC and the military.
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